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INTRODUCTION
In classrooms across the country, teachers are bringing the Common Core to life. Working together in
teams and collaborating online with colleagues, educators are designing curricula and assessments that
challenge students read closely, think critically, and solve problems.

However, for all the work going on inside schools to help students meet the challenge of college- and
career-ready standards, relatively few parents and community members know about the changes taking
place. Surveys indicate that as many as two-thirds of parents have not heard about the Common Core.

Creating a shared understanding of the changes underway in our schools is essential to building greater
public support. And teachers are the most trusted source of information for parents about education.

NNSTOY and its members can play a critical role in the ongoing discussion of the Common Core by
elevating the voices of teachers. This toolkit is designed to help educators share their perspectives and
classroom experiences with a wider audience in their communities and online.
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TALKING ABOUT THE COMMON CORE
Discussing education standards can be challenging. However, most parents want to hear about how the
Common Core will impact students, teachers, and the broader community. Teachers’ voices—and their
experiences in the classroom— should be an important part of the dialogue.

The recommendations below are based on findings from focus groups, public opinion research, and
lessons learned from across the country in communicating with parents and the broader public.

1. Communicate the big picture: The Common Core was developed to help ensure that students
are prepared for college and the workplace. It’s important to reiterate that student success is
the reason why new content standards are being implemented.
a. Key points:
i. To ensure all students are prepared for success after graduation, the Common
Core State Standards establish a set of clear, consistent guidelines for what
students should know and be able to do at each grade level in math and English
language arts.

ii. The Common Core State Standards structure education around the core skills
and knowledge that students need to master to succeed in college and careers.
By setting consistent, high goals for students – no matter where they live – the
standards help ensure all students receive a quality education and are on a path
to success.

2. Explain how new standards will lead to greater opportunity for all students: Standards are just
one piece of the education puzzle, not a silver bullet. But parents need to know how standards
help set in motion greater expectations and support for students.
a. Key points:
i. The implementation of the Common Core State Standards and the creation of
high-quality assessments aligned to the new standards provide an
unprecedented opportunity to set a realistic baseline that enables teachers,
parents, and all of us to know what students need to learn at each grade level,
how kids are learning, and where they may need interventions and more
support.
ii. The world is a more demanding place today than ever before. Not only do
students have to compete with peers in their community for colleges and jobs,
but they must also compete with students across the country. As colleges and
employers expect more, we all have a role to play in helping students master
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the knowledge and skills that they need to succeed.
3. Share your story and provide real examples: Help people visualize what Common Core
implementation looks like in your school and classroom. Most people do not get to see the
Common Core in action, so it’s important to highlight real examples, such as the difference
between a lesson plan developed before and after the Common Core, reactions from students
to the standards, and the impact of professional learning opportunities.

a. Tips:
i. Use data to help tell your story. Information about student performance in
your school, district, or state can help support your argument. The Alliance for
Excellent Education has state-by-state data on educational achievement:
http://all4ed.org/state-data/national/.
Public opinion research can show that others support your perspective.
Scholastic surveyed more than 20,000 public school teachers about teaching in
an era of change. Results from the survey, Primary Sources, provide teachers’
views on the Common Core and other education topics:
http://www.scholastic.com/primarysources/. State-level data on teachers’
views of the Common Core are also available:
http://www.scholastic.com/primarysources/2013preview/by-state.htm.
ii. Help teachers connect with support and resources. Do you have a favorite
resource for implementing the standards? Help other teachers get connected
with these resources. A full list of Common Core classroom resources—including
lesson plans and activities—is included in this toolkit.
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SOCIAL MEDIA OUTREACH
Social media is a powerful tool for sharing information and resources with teachers, opinion leaders, and
the media. Discussions are happening in real-time on Twitter, Facebook, and other platforms about
Common Core implementation nationally and in communities across the country.
Below are tips for engaging in the discussion. Keep in mind that the power of social media is in its ability
to react to events as they are unfolding – and not after the fact.
Social Media Tips
Do. . .
 Check first to see what conversation is happening. If you are planning on tweeting on a topic, see if
hashtags or tweets are already being used that you might want to incorporate in a retweet. Why?
This demonstrates that you are “in” the conversation and you know those involved with the topic. It
also encourages a response.
 Include hashtags in your tweets. Using hashtags is the easiest and most effective way to associate
your tweet with a topic/category. It also makes your tweet easier to locate via searches. A list of
common education hashtags is included on page six.
 Work to include “@handles” in your tweets, including @NNSTOY. A direct tweet is more likely to
get a response. You can go to an organization or school district’s website and search for a Twitter
button to access its profile and username, or search for the person or organization’s name online and
include the word “Twitter” to see find a profile.
 Share resources. A list of Common Core resources is below. These materials have been developed to
support teachers with the transition to and implementation of the Common Core. Tell your story and
provide real-world examples.
 Share data. See examples and tips included in above section titled “Tell your story and provide realworld examples.”
 Engage in “Follow Friday” or #FF, a Twitter tradition where users recommend other accounts that
people should follow on Fridays. The idea is to help people figure out who to follow on Twitter by
sharing usernames of your favorite Twitter handles, people, or organizations’ tweets you find
interesting.
 Send a “thank you” to users who retweet one of your tweets. Sending a quick note of thanks to
someone (i.e., “Thanks for the RT!”) broadens your reach in their Twitter feed and shows your
followers that you have been retweeted.
 Keep it conversational. Nobody wants to read or share dry tweets! Even in a professional
environment, Twitter is more effective when you act as if you are talking to a friend or colleague. Use
humor or ask for comments.
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 Post frequently.
Don’t. . .
 Use too many acronyms or abbreviations. Twitter limits tweets to 140 characters, which makes it
hard to provide detailed analysis or lots of information, especially about a complex subject like the
Common Core. However, over-abbreviating words simply muddles your message and makes tweets
confusing to read. Try to focus on using the tweet to tease out one key finding or whetting the
reader’s appetite so they click on the link you include.
 Forget to include and test your link! Be sure to read over your tweet one last time for any errors, and
be sure that you’ve included your link if you are linking to something. Also, test your link to ensure it
takes followers to the right URL. You may shorten a link by using https://bitly.com.
Ideas for Social Media Posting
 Share articles from newspapers and blogs, updates from districts on implementation,
information on professional development activities, or other resources that highlight work to
implement the Common Core in your school and district. Remember to encourage followers to
share, as well.


Provide updates on your classroom activities, collaboration with other teachers, or professional
development opportunities and conferences.



Find opportunities to share pictures, such as:
o Classroom tours
o Parent information sessions
o Professional development sessions with teachers
o Other events held throughout the school year

Hashtags
Most used positive hashtags for Common Core and education:
 #ccss
 #commoncore
 #curriculum
 #edchat
 #edreform
 #education
 #schools
 #standards
 #supportthecore
 #teachers
 #teaching
 #teachtalk
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Sample tweets
 Check out this great article on #NNSTOY by @TheNewYorkTimes @Author…


What would it take to professionalize #teaching? bit.ly/15QKJCi #edchat



#NNSTOY members, pls weigh in! RT @usedgov: Teachers: What is the most powerful thing a
student has said to you? #TeachTalk



Happy Friday! Be sure to #FF @CCSSO and @TeachersIgnite for great #edu resources for
#teachers



Check out helpful #CommonCore resources like this great 3-min video explaining the new
standards from @GreatCitySchls bit.ly/1dPKgVi #CCSS

Example tweets from State Teachers of the Year
Examples include recent tweets from former State Teachers of the Year about the Common Core.



Example tweet from @SarahWessling sharing reliable Common Core resources. An expanded
view illustrates the reach and engagement.
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Example of RT by @DavidBosso promoting coverage from well-known media outlet. An
expanded view shows you the type of engagement the tweet has received.
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Example tweet from @Redhdteacher illustrating engagement from live-tweeting at a
conference.



Example tweet from @SarahWessling promoting coverage that dispels myths and provides
Common Core facts.



Example of STOY (@MDTOY2012) being mentioned in a tweet about the Common Core by an
education advocacy organization (@educationgadfly / The Fordham Institute).
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Example tweet from @DavidBosso sharing an article about the Common Core assessments.

WORKING WITH THE MEDIA
Below are some general tips for conducting outreach to media that can help you build positive
relationships and generate interest in local news. Of course, the dynamic in every community is
different, but these tips are good to keep in mind. Examples of published letters to the editor and opeds are included in Appendix A.

Tips for working with the media


Be proactive in your outreach. When conducting media outreach, plan ahead and take
advantage of upcoming newsworthy opportunities. Plan to do outreach around major events or
during certain times of the year, such as back-to-school or graduation, and take time to prepare
outreach materials.



Think big and small. While you may have something major to announce that warrants a fullscale press conference, you don’t need to have a press conference to conduct news media
outreach. Sometimes the small stories are more interesting to reporters anyway, and a simple
phone call or email to a media contact will suffice.
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Be flexible. While it’s important to plan ahead, also stay on the lookout for unexpected
newsworthy items that are worth sharing. For example, if a local teacher hosts an informational
night for parents to learn more about the Common Core, it may be worth conducting some
outreach around that. Again, it can be as simple as an email to a reporter, a tweet at their
Twitter handle or a quick phone conversation to share background information.



Identify spokespeople. While prepared materials are helpful, journalists will want to hear the
perspective of real people. Identify your spokespeople, ensure they’re comfortable with the
talking points, and make sure they have ample availability to talk with reporters. In many cases,
it is helpful to have several spokespeople who can offer multiple perspectives, such as a teacher,
a business leader, and a principal.



Play the long game. A reporter may not be interested in the story at the moment for a variety of
reasons. Instead, focus on building a relationship with the reporter. Make them see you as a
resource they can go to for information on education, specifically the Common Core. Offer to
help coordinate interviews and share interesting resources. When they do write an article about
the Common Core in your area, thank them and stay in touch even after the pitch has ended.



Use available resources. The materials in this and the other toolkits contain valuable
information and resources that can help focus your efforts and tailor your message. Use these
materials in the process of planning your outreach and developing materials.



Don’t forget social media. Social media is an important tool for amplifying earned media efforts.
Don’t forget to tweet or post to Facebook positive news. Furthermore, social media is another
opportunity to engage with journalists, many of whom have significant followings on Twitter.
More on social media outreach below.

Tips for writing and submitting a letter to the editor
Responding to an editorial or article that is published in your local paper about public education can be
an effective strategy to share your views, set the record straight, or highlight a recent event or
announcement. Instructions for submitting a letter to the editor are usually at the bottom of the page
where they appear or on the paper’s website. Find out from your local paper the best way to send a
letter, as submission preferences differ for each outlet.

Before submitting a letter to the editor, be sure to do the following:
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Check the guidelines. Be sure to check the paper or website regulations for submitting letters to
the editor (you can find this on their website), to increase the likelihood that your submission is
considered. The paper likely will include details about word count, the best way to submit your
letter, and what contact information you should include with your submission.

Tie the letter to an outreach event or respond to an article or editorial published by the paper.
Editors are interested in printing letters that relate to events happening in the community. This
could be the release of a research paper or the annual presentation of the State Teacher of the
Year award, among other events.



Make one clear argument. The piece should clearly address a particular position taken by the
paper or described in an article. For instance, the letter could focus on strengthening student
learning or professional development opportunities for teachers, among other NNSTOY
principles.



Be specific. If a response, the letter should focus on a specific issue that was raised in an article
or opinion piece. It is critical that your letter is a direct response to the policy or education issue
addressed in the original editorial or article.



Cite the article or editorial. Be sure to mention the title and date of the article you are
responding to within your first two sentences. For example: “Dear Editor, Your recent coverage
of [NNSTOY/PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR TEACHERS/EFFECTIVE TEACHING] (“What’s
Missing from the Teaching Profession,” January 7, 2013) was a thoughtful piece ...”



Stay calm. Avoid using more than one exclamation point per letter. Do not attack anyone
personally. Stick to the facts, and keep the letter respectful.



Be brief. Generally, four to six short paragraphs is ideal. Keep in mind many papers prefer to
receive letters around 250 words. Be sure to check the paper’s guidelines for their preferences
on word count. If you cannot contain the piece to the length they recommend, consider asking
someone to help you edit it or writing an op-ed instead.



Follow up. If you have sent your letter to the editor and have not heard anything within a week,
make a follow-up call and/or email to check on its status. Be aware that editors receive
hundreds of letters and may not immediately respond to you. You must include your name,
8

address and daytime phone number in your letter and make sure the letter is printed on your
organization’s letterhead, if possible.

Tips for writing and submitting an op-ed
The op-ed (short for “opposite the editorial page” because op-eds traditionally appear on the page
facing a newspaper’s editorial page) section of a newspaper or website allows experts and readers to
share their opinions.

If a State Teacher of the Year has direct experience with or knowledge of the Common Core, consider
asking them to share their insights on this topic by writing an op-ed. Often, the more well-known the
person is, the easier it will be to place the op-ed, especially in larger outlets.



Check the guidelines. Be sure to check the website for regulations for submitting op-eds to
increase the likelihood that your submission is considered. The outlet likely will include details
about word count, the best way to submit your op-ed, and what contact information you should
include with your submission.



Use major events as a news hook. Tying your op-ed to an event, such as a timely piece of
national or state news, or the launch of a new initiative or community activity, increases its
chance of being published. Op-eds can be effective follow-ups after a news event to extend
interest or to make a larger policy point or argument.



Keep it brief. Outlets have limited space and editors do not have the time to cut your piece
down to size. In general, 750 words are sufficient, but do check the newspaper’s or website’s
guidelines.



Make a single point. You have a limited number of words. Make one strong point clearly and
persuasively. Back up that point with supportive facts or anecdotes, especially about students
and / or teachers whose lives have changed.



Draw the reader in. Your first paragraph should draw the reader in by using a dramatic vignette
or a well-stated argument.
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Avoid jargon. Simple language ensures that all readers, even non-experts, can understand your
point. How would you explain NNSTOY to your mother? It’s best to avoid acronyms or technical
language, as well.



Use examples. Illustrations, anecdotes, and personal stories are persuasive tools that help
explain complicated issues and bring them to life.



Make a specific recommendation. This is an opinion piece. State your opinion on how to
improve matters and offer a solution or a call to action. What do you want readers to do?
Opinions should be supported by facts, and avoid generalizations.



Give readers an action step. Remind readers how to learn more about and get involved with
NNSTOY.



End with a bang. Your final paragraph is as important as your opening paragraph. Be sure to
summarize your argument in one strong final paragraph.



Follow up. Most op-ed editors will respond to you within a week. If you have not heard back by
then or if your piece is time sensitive, make a follow-up phone call to be sure it was received,
and ask about its status.



More follow up. If your piece is accepted, be sure to push it out through social media channels
and your partners. If your piece is not accepted, ask for feedback. Could you make changes that
would cause it to be accepted? Find out what would make it better. Learn from the experience
and try to place it in a different outlet. Sometimes it takes three or four attempts to get an oped placed, so don’t be discouraged.
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COMMON CORE RESOURCES ONLINE

Achieve the Core
http://www.achievethecore.org
Created by Student Achievement Partners, this website includes a
variety of free, high-quality resources for educators working to
implement the Common Core State Standards.

America Achieves Common Core
http://commoncore.americaachieves.org/
This website features a full library of videos that exemplify the key shifts
that Common Core brings to classroom pedagogy, with editable lesson
plans, resource evaluation tools, and links to more resources. Common
Core in Practice: Great Teachers Demonstrate Moving to Deeper
Learning is a series of videos by America Achieves that includes several
examples demonstrating effective instruction aligned to the Common
Core.

Common Core State Standards Videos / Toolkit Resources
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute
Created by the Council of Chief State School Officers and the James B.
Hunt Jr., Institute for Educational Leadership and Policy, these videos
provide information ranging from a brief, animated overview video to
an in-depth look at various components of the English language arts and
math standards.

CCSSO iTunes U Site provides toolkits and resources tailored to grade
levels and focuses on many aspects of implementation.
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The Toolkit for Evaluating Alignment of Instructional and Assessment
Materials contains interrelated, freely available instruments for
evaluating alignment to the Common Core.

CoreStandards.org
http://www.corestandards.org/
This is the official website for the Common Core State Standards. In
addition to general information on the standards, the site also includes
resources and news.

Council of the Great City Schools Common Core Works
http://CommonCoreWorks.org
The Common Core Works website provides information that can help
both parents and educators as they work to understand the Common
Core. A three-minute animated video provides an overview of the
standards in an engaging way.

Parent roadmaps—available in English language arts/literacy and
mathematics—provide guidance to parents about what their children
will be learning and how they can support that learning in grades K-8.
These parent roadmaps for each grade level also provide three-year
snapshots showing how selected standards progress from year to year.

EduCore Tools for Teaching the Common Core
http://educore.ascd.org/default.aspx
Developed by ASCD, the EduCore tool provides secondary teachers with
high-quality teaching and learning resources aligned to the Common
Core State Standards.

12

Get to the Core
http://www.get2core.org/
Stand for Children created a website, including a variety of information
and resources for parents and teachers, which walks through the
standards and gives helpful examples.

Implementing Common Core State Standards and Assessments
http://www.achieve.org/ImplementingCommonCore
Created by Achieve and the U.S. Education Delivery Institute, the
Implementing Common Core State Standards and Assessments
workbook offers state and district leaders the means to plan for the
Common Core and then drive implementation using a proven
performance management methodology known as “delivery” to lay out
clear action steps for states and districts.

NEA Common Core State Standards Toolkit
http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/14047-CommonCore_Toolkit_14.pdf
This toolkit is designed to ensure members have the knowledge and
understanding necessary to prepare for the implementation of Common
Core.

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
http://www.parcconline.org/professional-learning-modules-parccassessments
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) is a consortium of 17 states plus the District of Columbia and
the U.S. Virgin Islands working together to develop assessments aligned
to the Common Core. PARCC is developing a series of professional
development modules to help teachers, counselors, school leaders, and

13

school and district testing coordinators understand the new assessment
system. It is anticipated that the modules will be available in June 2014.

PTA Parent Guides
http://www.pta.org/4446.htm
The National Parent Teacher Association created grade-by-grade guides
so parents can have a clear understanding of the skills their child should
be mastering at each grade level under the Common Core State
Standards. The guides include information on the key items that
children should be learning in English language arts and mathematics in
each grade, activities that parents can do at home to support their
child's learning, methods for helping parents build stronger
relationships with their child's teachers, and tips for planning for college
and career.

Share My Lesson
http://www.sharemylesson.com/article.aspx?storyCode=50000148
This website created by the American Federation of Teachers and TES
Connect offers information about the Common Core and high-quality
resources aligned to the standards.

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Practice Tests
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/pilot-test/
Smarter Balanced is a state-led consortium developing assessments
aligned to the Common Core State Standards in English language
arts/literacy and mathematics that are designed to help prepare all
students to graduate high school college- and career-ready. The Smarter
Balanced Practice Tests provide teachers, students, parents, and other
interested parties with the opportunity to experience the features of
online testing and gain insight into how Smarter Balanced will assess
students’ mastery of the Common Core.
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Teaching Channel
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos?page=1&categories=organiza
tions_national,topics_common-core&load=1
This website offers a free library of high-quality videos featuring real
teachers demonstrating their best educational practices with videos
aligned to the Common Core.
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APPENDIX A – Examples of letters to the editor and op-eds by State Teachers of the Year.
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
March 28, 2014
I believe in the power of stories
By Jamie Manker
I am a history teacher, because I believe in the power of a good story. Through history, a product of
many individual stories that lead to great and often unforeseen consequences, I teach my students the
lessons of human spirit, human struggle, and ultimately human success. And because history is complex,
full of chapters about almost-villains and almost-heroes, it pushes students to reach beyond
generalizations, oversimplifications and easy answers in order to understand those who came before us.
My students strive to make sense of history’s complexity by using source documents to trace cause and
effect, support claims with evidence, draw comparisons, and analyze multiple points of view. These are
the same skills emphasized by the Common Core State Standards, which were adopted by the state of
Missouri in 2010 and are now being implemented statewide.
Like every teacher, I face challenges that make teaching more difficult. The Common Core State
Standards are not one of those challenges. In fact, the standards are helping me become a more
effective teacher.
A story about one of my challenges — a former student who was unprepared to succeed — helps
explain my support for the Common Core. This sophomore student enrolled in my Advanced Placement
world history course well before the Common Core was created. Early in the semester, he wanted to
drop the course, arguing that he was in over his head. I convinced him otherwise and began working
with him whenever we could find time outside of the class. He became what I considered my teaching
success story, living up to every district-level expectation in my high-performing high school. Then he
went to college — and dropped out. In actuality, my class had not prepared him for his future.
Since then, the Common Core has given me clear direction as to the educational needs of today’s
students, because these new standards are the result of unprecedented cooperation between business
leaders, college instructors and classroom teachers. These standards are also unique because for the
first time, 45 states have agreed upon a common set of goals, crafted through a collaborative process.
This commonality means Missouri students who meet these standards will leave their classrooms
prepared for college or a career not only in Missouri, but anywhere in the nation.
Would the Common Core have guaranteed the success of my student had it been in place years earlier?
I can’t know for sure — choosing to leave college is rarely due to a single factor. But I do know this
student’s failure forced me to realize that my goals were not reflective of the modern workforce, and
changed my teaching. Today, much of my classroom practice is based on the Common Core. Now,
instead of telling students they are incorrect and providing them with the answer, I give them the tools
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to find answers on their own. More than ever before, I am confident that my students are prepared for
college and careers when they leave my class.
Teachers believe in these new common goals. We are writing local curricula and choosing resources to
support the skills identified in the standards, because we believe these standards reflect true learning. I
urge my fellow Missourians to direct your efforts, energy and resources to support the work teachers
are already doing in schools across the state. The Common Core State Standards are guiding teachers to
ensure Missouri’s young people can write their own stories, chart their own paths, and create their own
histories.
Jamie Manker, a social studies teacher and department chair at Rockwood Summit High School in
Fenton, is the Missouri Teacher of the Year.

The Seattle Times
March 21, 2014
Guest: Why students need the new Common Core education standards
By Katie Brown
http://seattletimes.com/html/opinion/2023193286_katiebrownopedcommoncore22xml.html

Though the term has unnecessarily become a lightning rod, Common Core standards are a way to set a
consistent high bar for students, writes Katie Brown, the 2014 Washington State Teacher of the Year.
WHERE you grow up, what language you speak, how much money you have or what state you live in
should not determine your opportunity to learn. All children deserve to have high expectations. All
children deserve to be prepared for college, work and life.
This is exactly why we are implementing the Common Core State Standards in our state and in more
than 40 others.
With Common Core, the bar is set for our students. The standards are excellent. We are ready. But the
standards alone won’t help our students achieve. It’s what we do with the standards in our classrooms,
at home and in our communities each and every day that will make a difference for kids.
The term “Common Core” has become a bit of a lightning rod. But I would encourage those with
concerns to read the standards. Simply put, the Common Core standards are a set of common
expectations for literacy and math. These standards provide a consistent and clear transition from grade
to grade, like a baton in a relay.
What the standards don’t do is tell me as a classroom teacher how to teach. I determine that in my
classroom as my 80,000 teaching colleagues in Washington state do in theirs. The standards have finally
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caught up with what many of us have been trying to do for a long time: moving away from rote
memorization and isolated skills and returning to creativity and in-depth learning.
The standards ask students to think more critically. Instead of students just knowing the answer, we
teachers ask them how they know it and why. This is the type of deeper thinking and learning students
will need to succeed after high school.
It’s important to note that we have always had standards. This isn’t something new to our state. The
problem is that every state, until now, had its own set of standards and set different levels for how
students needed to learn them. The result? Expectations and student achievement were vastly different
from state to state.
This inconsistency is not fair for students, especially for a child whose family moves from state to state
or from district to district throughout childhood.
I’ve also found that Common Core allows plenty of room for innovation and creativity in our schools.
Teachers and districts can choose what materials to use based on the needs and interests of their
students. That’s very important to me as I primarily work with students whose first language is not
English. I’ve seen such students read grade-level text, pulling out key information and showing
understanding about that text.
In working with a diverse group of students, I know they all deserve to have the same expectations. They
can and will reach whatever bar we set for them. So we need to keep the public conversation moving
forward from simply debating the standards to implementing them properly and providing enough
supports for our teachers and schools. Our kids can’t wait.
Our students need us to make this work. We must continue to push our conversations forward so we
can strive for and achieve equality in education. Common Core is one tool to help us with that. What
language you speak, how much money you have or where you live should not determine your
opportunity to learn. It should not be a matter of luck.
Katie Brown is a teacher in the Bellingham School District, serving as an English Language Learner
specialist. She was recently named the 2014 Washington State Teacher of the Year.

The Charleston Gazette (WV)
February 8, 2014
Erin Sponaugle: Nothing to fear about the Common Core
By Erin Sponaugle
http://www.wvgazette.com/Opinion/OpEdCommentaries/201402070173
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I'm a teacher because as an adolescent and young adult, fear -- not education -- was at my core. I had
my first panic attack when I was 10 years old. That first incident of being swallowed up by fear -- a cross
between feeling suffocated and having a heart attack -- was the beginning of middle and high school
years marred by angst and despair. Though desperate to have control of my life, I felt helpless each time
I started to shake, breathe quickly, and feel the walls seemingly closing in on me.
Through the tragic experience of losing my aunt, Dawn Mose, a first-grade teacher for 35 years, and by
serving as a mentor to at-risk students in college, I found value in myself and eventually overcame my
anxiety disorder.
Hundreds of my aunt's former students recounted to me at her funeral how her classroom and life
changed theirs for the better. I saw that making a difference in the social and academic growth of one
child could help give me the sense of control I had been seeking for years. Choosing to become a teacher
gave me the opportunity to impact the lives of children like my Aunt Dawn did. It also saved my life.
Today, education is at my core, because I know it is our best defense against fear. I equip my students
with the knowledge and self-respect they need to think independently and creatively. My fifth-graders
confidently proceed to middle school because they are prepared, critical thinkers with an unshakeable
sense of self. I value their differences, backgrounds, and their obstacles, as I know from experience that
what threatens to break us often ends up binding us together instead. My faith in my students' abilities
to succeed and in their unlimited potential routinely helps lead them to success, and of this I am
unapologetically proud.
We fear what we do not know or understand -- and unfortunately, fear is driving much of the opposition
to the Common Core. It has been misstated that the Common Core State Standards are federally
mandated, when in fact they have been voluntarily adopted in 45 states. The federal government hasn't,
and won't, dictate what curriculum states must adopt for their classrooms. States chose the Common
Core standards because their clear, rigorous expectations will elevate the performance of our students
so they are globally competitive.
After visiting some of my students' "future colleagues" this summer in the classrooms of Germany, I am
even more determined as an educator to provide my students with the tools and experiences they need
to be on the same level as their peers around the world.
Fear of losing control can shake us, enrage us, and make us jump to false conclusions. There are fears,
instigated by politics or misinformation, that the common core standards give away states' control over
what is taught in our classrooms. But quality instruction and learning experiences were happening in our
classrooms long before Common Core was in existence. If anything, higher standards give teachers more
control.
Allowing more in-depth teaching, instead of having to quickly touch base on multiple topics, can create
learning experiences for our students that are not only memorable but develop targeted skills to
mastery.
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If you open my classroom door and walk inside, you wouldn't see Common Core. You'd see children -10- and 11-year-olds on the cusp of adolescence. You'd see them engaged in conversations about the
fairness of the Trail of Tears, creating multimedia presentations on endangered animals and their
habitats, and using restaurant menus to price the perfect evening meal (by multiplying decimals, of
course). My students are engaged, they're motivated, and they're learning, and that's what the common
core standards are all about -- preparing our children to be confident and capable in an ever-more
competitive world.
So in this season of education reform, I will not choose fear. Instead, I choose to understand what is
happening and to do what I can to help others understand -- because that has always been at the core
of education.
Sponaugle is the 2014 West Virginia Teacher of the Year. She teaches fifth grade at Tomahawk
Intermediate School in Hedgesville.

News & Observer
January 15, 2014
Common Core standards will help NC meet its challenges
By Caroline McCullen
http://www.newsobserver.com/2014/01/15/3535590/common-core-standards-will-help.html

When North Carolina end-of-grade test scores were recently posted, some expressed surprise and
dismay about the “decline” in test scores. To say the scores “declined” implies that students were being
tested using the same tests on the same content when they were not.
In 2013, North Carolina students were tested on Common Core State Standards, which are more
rigorous than North Carolina’s previous standards. CCSS are benchmarked against college and career
readiness measures and were endorsed by governors of both parties across the country.
Staying firmly on the path of the strong education standards of Common Core will assure North
Carolina’s citizens and business community that our students and future employees are challenged in
the classroom and prepared to compete in the global economy.
For years, North Carolina developed its own standards and administered its own tests. The scores on
those tests improved year after year, and we were proud of our progress. In 2009, 80 percent of the
state’s eighth-graders scored proficient in math on North Carolina tests. But in that same year, on the
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National Assessment of Educational Progress, only 36 percent of North Carolina eighth-graders scored
proficient in math – a difference of 44 percentage points! How could this happen?
The NAEP has been administered to students across the U.S. for two decades; it is often called “The
Nation’s Report Card” because it provides a national comparison of student achievement.
Such a dramatic difference in scores clearly points to a difference in the level of rigor of the standards
and the accompanying tests. Most states, North Carolina included, saw large discrepancies between
student scores on state-designed tests and NAEP because their standards were lower. Those states
largely ignored or explained away the variance and tended to focus only on the “good news” of the
results on their own state tests.
No wonder some folks were surprised when our students didn’t do as well on the more rigorous CCSS
tests. This gap has existed for years, but few understood or acknowledged it.
If we really want to get an accurate picture of how well North Carolina students are performing
compared with fellow N.C. students and those in other states, we need tests that align with the higher
standards that the state has wisely adopted. I applaud the courage and commitment that education
leaders have demonstrated by setting college- and career-ready standards and by introducing
assessments that will provide a true picture of our how students are doing. I also thank legislative
leaders, state Board of Education members and the governor for demanding high education standards
for our students.
We should also understand that implementing Common Core does not mean North Carolina is ceding
any of its authority to the federal government or to a national organization. Instead, the implementation
of Common Core means we are finally taking responsibility for the educational standards needed to
compete for future jobs and implementing objective tests that will provide solid comparative feedback
on our students’ progress.
An excellent public school system is our state’s heritage and the birthright of future generations. We can
and must address today’s challenge to produce high school graduates who are college- and career-ready
and who will become productive citizens.
Caroline McCullen is the director of Education Initiatives at SAS and a former National Technology
Teacher of the Year.

Rapid City Journal (SD)
November 30, 2013
Teachers of the Year excited about Common Core
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By Louise Ann “LuAnn” Lindskov, Timber Lake School District; Donna DeKraai, Brookings; Mindy Foltz,
Rosholt; Sonya Fossum, Mitchell; and Tammy Jo Schlechter, Hermosa. Lindskov is South Dakota’s
Teacher of the Year; DeKraai, Foltz, Fossum and Schlechter are Regional Teachers of the Year.
http://rapidcityjournal.com/news/opinion/forum-teachers-of-the-year-excited-about-commoncore/article_bfc58157-52a4-5522-80a3-2b1baa0e8549.html
As South Dakota’s 2014 Regional Teachers of the Year, we have dedicated our lives to providing
students with learning experiences that prepare them for further education, careers and life as
productive citizens of this great nation. In today’s global economy, we are preparing students to
compete not only with the person down the street but also the person on the other side of the world!
It seems not only appropriate, but necessary to update what students need to know and be able to do in
an ever changing society. We welcome and embrace this challenge.
This school year, South Dakota has made the transition to new academic standards in English language
arts and math. These standards are known as the Common Core and are called “common” because we
share them with about 45 other states. Educators were instrumental in the development of these
standards. Focus is still on fundamental skills and understanding but with opportunities for innovative
and creative thinking.
Our experience as educators tells us that these standards will raise the bar for South Dakota students,
which we believe to be a good thing. Students must be able to think critically, to problem solve and to
apply the knowledge and skills they learn in the classroom to the world around them. This is what the
Common Core standards challenge our students to do.
This is a shift for both students and teachers – one that we are excited about. It requires our students to
learn connections between concepts, to support views with evidence, and to apply skills and practices
for purpose.
The Common Core standards are remarkable in their simplicity. A standard tells us what students should
know and be able to do at the end of each grade level. The following is an example from the secondgrade math standards: solve word problems involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies,
using dollar ($) and cent (¢) symbols appropriately.
The other standards are equally as straightforward, and we find them to be clear, concise, and
appropriate expectations for South Dakota students.
The standards do not tell us what textbook or instructional materials to use. Those are curriculum
decisions made by local school boards and administrators. It remains the responsibility and privilege of
individual South Dakota teachers to deliver that curriculum by designing learning experiences that
engage, excite, and motivate our students. These Common Core standards have already had a positive
impact in our classrooms.
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We believe in setting high expectations for our students, and we have confidence that South Dakota
students will rise to the challenge. As professional educators, we have witnessed these phenomena time
and again.
Granted, the transition to new standards is always a challenging process and it will take some time to
develop our students’ understanding and application of curriculum. We fully anticipate some bumps
along the road. In the long run, however, we believe these standards provide the necessary foundation
for an ever changing and developing world of learning in the 21st century and hold great promise for the
future of all.

Arizona Republic (Azcentral)
October 26, 2013
Teacher of the Year: Why I support Common Core
By Nancie Lindblom
http://www.azcentral.com/opinions/articles/20131026teacher-year-common-core-lindblom.html
As Arizona 2013 Teacher of the Year, I’ve had the opportunity to visit with many groups across the state,
and I’m often asked my opinion of the new Arizona College and Career Ready Standards (Common
Core).
Frankly, it’s nice to be asked. The perspective of those on public education front lines has been notably
absent in the heated state and national conversation about Common Core.
Arizonans I meet want to know if I support the standards, if the standards will improve education, and if
they allow teachers the ability to retain individuality and creativity. My answer to all of these questions
is: “Yes!”
As a veteran teacher of 18 years in the classroom, I am dedicated to making sure my students receive
the best education possible. The new standards provide the opportunity to do this by increasing the
expectations for all students, allowing me to challenge my students to think analytically.
A long-standing problem
Equity in education has been a long-standing problem within our schools often resulting in highachieving advanced classes and all other classes moderately achieving. The new standards raise the level
of learning and expectations of all students, allowing teachers to stop teaching to the middle. The
standards will therefore produce students prepared for the rigors of college and career training.
As a history teacher, I am excited about the connection the standards create between complex reading
sources and textual evidence designed to support analytical thought. I am given the flexibility to teach
my content through a variety of rich primary and secondary sources.
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For example, when I teach the Andrew Jackson administration, I provide my students with speeches,
court cases, letters and newspaper articles. The students analyze the documents and craft an argument
for or against impeachment.
Jackson was never impeached, but he was a highly controversial president. Many of his actions were
considered at the time, and by historians, to be unconstitutional. We focus on his disregard for the
Supreme Court case Worcester vs. Georgia, his overuse of the veto and ultimate destruction of the
national bank, and his threat to attack South Carolina in the nullification crisis. This activity requires
students to draw evidence from a variety of sources, analyze opposing perspectives and apply their
analysis.
I am affording the ability to create these types of valuable learning opportunities resting on a strong
foundation of rigorous standards. The new standards do not dictate what I teach, but they do provide
me with the avenue to promote higher learning using creativity and innovation.
Simply expressed, students are no longer asked to merely recite basic knowledge; they are driven to
understand content through close reading of historical documents and scholarly articles.
Having the opportunity to discuss the new standards with teachers from across all grades throughout
the state, I find they overwhelmingly support the standards and recognize they are a much higher
caliber than what we previously asked our students to achieve.
In a recent conversation with some Arizona elementary teachers, I asked them what they needed to
make the standards a success with their students. Two common themes emerged: time and support.
Boosting achievement
The new standards have the potential to dramatically increase the level of achievement in students, but
this improvement will not take place overnight. We need time. Quality change takes time and patience,
and many teachers fear they will not be given the time to actually see the change take place.
Teachers also need support. The standards are not only challenging for the students, they are
challenging for the teachers. They will require new and innovative teaching strategies designed to
increase our student’s ability to analytically approach content and become problem-solvers instead of
reciters of basic knowledge and facts. Teachers need to be properly trained to implement the standards
and given opportunities to collaborate with each other to share best practices and successful strategies.
Collaboration is ultimately the key to successful implementation. Teachers must have time to learn from
each other and work together for the improvement of all students, not just the students within their
own classroom. The most creative and resourceful people I know are educators; but we cannot increase
the level of education without supporting our teachers in gaining the new skills they need to make the
standards a success.
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Investing time in our teachers will directly impact student success by creating highly effective teachers
armed with the tools necessary to implement new and innovative teaching strategies.
The other day, I observed a first-grade teacher implement a lesson based on the new standards. I was
amazed by the level of learning and immediately thought about the possibilities for my own classroom.
If we give the standards the time and support they need, we will create students who can achieve at
extraordinary heights. I look forward to the day when those first-graders reach my 11th-grade class after
receiving an education driven by the College and Career Ready Standards. The new standards can
provide the quality education all students in Arizona deserve.
Nancie Lindblom is the Arizona 2013 Teacher of the Year. She teaches advanced-placement U.S. history
at Skyline High School in Mesa.

The Cap Times (WI)
October 9, 2013
Wisconsin State Teachers of the Year Network: Embrace, don't fear, Common Core Standards
By Wisconsin State Teachers Of The Year Network
http://host.madison.com/news/opinion/column/wisconsin-state-teachers-of-the-year-networkembrace-don-t/article_883673fd-4854-5c7f-a935-4d80361f28fc.html
The Wisconsin State Teachers of the Year Network has a classroom perspective on the current debate
regarding Common Core State Standards. For us, this is neither a political issue nor a union issue. Our
view is based on our students’ needs.
These higher standards will allow our students to be college and career ready. It is not an attempt to
pack our students’ minds with an authoritative list of facts brought down from the mountaintop.
Instead, it demands that our students be able to read a complex text and understand it. It demands that
our students learn to understand a problem and then use the skills necessary to solve it.
The Common Core is a nonpartisan, grass-roots effort by a wide collection of state educators, state
superintendents and governors. We see this as an attempt to strengthen public education — the
foundation of our democracy, economy and security.
For several years now, we have studied Common Core State Standards and test driven them in our
classrooms, and we believe it holds our students to a higher standard compared to the standards of the
past. We embrace the fact that for the first time in our state’s history, Wisconsin students will be held
accountable to clear and consistent standards from grades K through 12.
This push to improve public education is not new. In fact, the most recent shift goes back to 1983, when
President Ronald Reagan commissioned a report known as “Nation at Risk: The Imperative for
Educational Reform.” That watershed report fueled the growing sense that education in America was
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declining. The findings touched off a wave of local, state and federal reform efforts that sparked the
current movement.
The drive continued in 2002, when President George W. Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind
Act, the first nationwide effort to support “standards-based education.” The idea was for states to set
high standards, establish an annual assessment, and hold schools responsible for their students’ success.
NCLB brought a new era of accountability, particularly in reading, writing and math.
While the NCLB goal of improving student achievement was admirable, it failed miserably across the
nation, including Wisconsin. Instead of raising the bar, many states lowered their standards. They gamed
the system and failed our students. The poster child for this failure was Mississippi.
Ninety percent of Mississippi students in fourth grade were considered proficient in reading after the
2006-2007 school year. That meant their schools were the best in the nation. There was one problem:
When Mississippi parents asked, “How is my child doing?” and they were told, “He’s right where he
needs to be,” that was a lie.
When Mississippi students were judged on a nationally normed test (National Assessment of
Educational Progress), those incredible test scores didn’t drop, they crashed. Only 19 percent of
Mississippi fourth-graders were proficient in reading that same year. Don’t think for a moment that this
was solely a Mississippi problem. We use Mississippi’s data because it is so dramatic.
The Common Core State Standards allow our students to compete with those overseas. That’s the first
step in improving our state’s education system, since our students are now competing with graduates in
China, Germany and Brazil. Because the standards of the past cannot be compared with those of our
foreign competitors, Wisconsin’s test scores will drop. This is not a problem we should run away from;
this is a problem we should embrace. Our state has never been afraid of facing the major problems of
the day. Why would we now? We will know for the first time how our students rate with those in South
Carolina and South Korea.
In a collaborative spirit, with ample opportunity for public comment, the Common Core framework for
high academic and realistic standards was developed. In an era of political divisiveness where gridlock is
the status quo, collaboration should be applauded. We should anticipate growing pains as existing
standards are phased out. However, what we should not tolerate is political saber-rattling and delays
that undermine the work being done to improve education for all Wisconsin students.
As strong and vocal advocates for public education, we take heart that more than 45 states and
territories have agreed to adopt a system that ensures that children in Wisconsin are held to demanding
and consistent standards. As state teachers of the year who have been recognized for excellence and
innovation in the classroom, we gladly accept the framework the Common Core offers. We need the
assurance that all students, whether in rural, suburban or urban classrooms, are held to the same high
expectations.
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In the words of one of our students, “Those standards make sense. When I moved here from my old
town, I spent the first year relearning everything I learned the year before. It was a waste.” Her “old
town” was just 15 miles down the road. In a fast-moving, globally competitive world, we cannot afford
to waste our children’s time.
Implementation of the Common Core is movement in the right direction. By coming together and having
a rigorous and relevant education, we will secure our children’s and our state’s future in an everchanging world.
The Wisconsin Teacher of the Year Network is a network of past and present Teachers of the Year who
have received statewide recognition, through the Department of Public Instruction, for leadership,
innovation, and for our contributions to the students of Wisconsin.
Linda Bergh - Special Services Teacher of the Year, 2013 - DeForest School District
Claudia Felske - High School Teacher of the Year 2011 - East Troy Community Schools
Carl Hadar - High School Teacher of the Year, 2007 - Grafton School District
Marsha Herman - Elementary Teacher of the Year, 2012 - Sun Prairie Area School District
Terry Kaldhusdal - Elementary Teacher of the Year, 2007 - Kettle Moraine School District
Sandra Kowalczyk - Middle/Junior Teacher of the Year, 2009 - Sun Prairie Area School District
Leah Lechleiter-Luke - High School Teacher of the Year, 2010 - Mauston School District
JoAnn Miller - High School Teacher of the Year, 2013 - Oconto Falls School District
Beth Oswald - Middle/Junior Teacher of the Year, 2008 - Evansville Community School District
Rachel Rydzewski - Middle/Junior Teacher of the Year, 2010 - Waunakee School District
Mary Tierney-Ley - Elementary Teacher of the Year, 2008 - Rosholt School District
Amy Traynor - Middle/Junior Teacher of the Year, 2013 - Eau Claire Area School District
Peggy Wuenstel - Special Services Teacher of the Year, 2011- Whitewater Unified School District
Kay Lynne Zastrow - Special Services Teacher of the Year, 2010 - Green Bay Area School District

The Billings Gazette (MT)
October 8, 2013
Guest opinion: Montana's Common Core will upgrade K-12 learning
By Mary Sheehy Moe
http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/guest/guest-opinion-montana-s-common-core-will-upgrade-k/article_669484d2-c916-583b-ab86-95f085f971ac.html#ixzz2h8vPJ0zH

As Montana Teachers of the Year, our lifework has been dedicated to engaging Montana students in
learning experiences that prepare them for the challenges and opportunities of the future — as
individuals at home, work, service and play and as members of local, state, national and international
communities pursuing the common good.
We proudly reflect the good work that some 10,000 Montana teachers do every day and every year.
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Collectively, the 21 of us have more than 500 years of teaching experience. We’ve taught at the
elementary, middle, high school, college and graduate school levels in Montana. We teach English,
math, language arts, social studies, science and other subjects, but mainly we teach kids.
Our experience has taught us that Montana’s students are best served when:
 The expectations of the state are expressed in relevant and rigorous standards.
 Local communities, relying on local teachers’ professional expertise, map out a sequence of
courses and course curricula that meet those standards within the context of community values.
 Classroom teachers have the latitude to design learning experiences that challenge, excite and
intrigue students as teachers deliver the community-approved curriculum aligned with stateapproved standards.
 In our classrooms, schools and communities, all students feel respected for who they are and
are encouraged to explore what they could be.
Standards in all professions change over time. As individual professionals, we have watched Montana’s
Board of Public Education adopt new accreditation standards throughout our careers. We have watched
the development of Montana’s Common Core Standards for English language arts and mathematics. We
have never connected with one another to weigh in on them collectively. We do so now to say this: We
support Montana’s Common Core Standards because they:
 Are more rigorous, more specific, and more comprehensive than the standards they replace.
 Prepare students to make smooth transitions into colleges, careers and citizenship.
 Help kids who move out of Montana or kids who move into Montana enter their new school
with the skills and knowledge they’ll need to stay at grade level.
 Honor Montana’s long-held tradition of local control of our public schools, as well as our
constitutional and statutory obligations to understand, recognize, and preserve the cultural
heritage of Montana’s American Indians.
 Infuse English and math competencies into other subject areas, just as processing information,
solving problems, and communication are infused in all aspects of adult life in the 21st century.
 Specifically, and most importantly, establish goals that guide teachers in their design of
instruction without limiting their professional judgment in how to deliver it.
Implementing Montana’s Common Core Standards will require much of Montana teachers. We’ll need
to develop new skills, design new learning experiences, and ensure that assessments play a relevant, but
appropriate role in students’ learning experiences. We know that Montana teachers are up to the task
and that our students and our state will be better for our efforts.

The Mayport Mirror (FL)
September 27, 2013
Guest column: Teacher of the Year supports Common Core
By Apryl Shackelford
http://mayportmirror.jacksonville.com/opinion/premium-opinion/2013-09-27/story/guest-columnteacher-year-supports-common-core
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Over the last three years, Duval County and districts across Florida have been gradually transitioning
new Common Core State Standards in math and English-Language Arts into Florida’s classrooms.
These clear, ambitious and relevant expectations for students will replace outgoing Next Generation
Sunshine State Standards in the same subjects next year.

As Duval County’s Teacher of the Year, I embrace these new standards. They bring needed rigor and
emphasis on critical thinking to the classroom. They give teachers added flexibility to design plans to
help students meet high standards without overwhelming them with material. I know they will offer a
better path to college and career opportunities for all of my students.
Many students have been held back by a “top-down” approach to instruction where teachers gave long
lectures and children were expected to memorize information then regurgitate it on test questions.
Common Core flips this model. Teachers are becoming facilitators of learning.
For instance, many of my students struggle with reading because they have poor vocabularies.
When they open conventional reading textbooks, they find fictional passages with abstract characters
and settings with which they cannot relate.
MAKE MATERIAL PRACTICAL
By contrast, Common Core has a stronger emphasis on authentic texts, like news articles, which allows
my students and me to select passages for lessons and assignments that interest them. Once students
connect with the materials, it makes a tremendous difference in their ability to master vocabulary and
reading comprehension skills.
I’ve witnessed the difference. Last year, students engaged in articles of interests, such as the school
uniforms debate. After reading the article together and highlighting vocabulary words from the article —
terms that initially were foreign to them — students used those words in proper context and
constructed evidence-based arguments for or against school uniforms.
Apathy turned to excitement as they saw how capable they were of grasping advanced material.
I am confident Common Core will yield higher college and career readiness outcomes for our students,
which is essential to our state’s economic vitality.
The more young adults who exit high school not ready for college or lacking essential job skills, the
greater the cost to taxpayers in the form of costly college remediation, lost wages or more reliance on
government assistance.
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NEW STANDARDS WORK
I know they work. Over the last two years, my school used a blended instructional approach with old
and new standards, and our students responded by making a 40-point gain on the FCAT and the second
highest gains for a middle school in Duval County. Central to our progress was the additional flexibility
afforded by Common Core to ensure students mastered skills before we moved on to the next concept.
Regardless of the assessment the state chooses, when you teach children how to critically think and
problem solve, their skills will shine on whatever assessment you put in front of them. They will leave
high school as productive citizens, not because they are good test-takers but because they are problem
solvers and genuine communicators of solid ideas and information.
Our local and state leaders should implement Common Core. Our kids have too much at stake.
Apryl Shackelford is Duval County’s 2013 Teacher of the Year and a 2014 state finalist. She is a former
6th grade Lead Reading Teacher at Northwestern Middle School and currently serves as a specialist with
Duval County Public Schools’ Parent Academy.

The Bismarck Tribune (ND)
September 15, 2013
Teachers of the Year Support Common Core
http://bismarcktribune.com/news/opinion/mailbag/teachers-of-the-year-support-commoncore/article_921fcb70-1d6f-11e3-8e31-0019bb2963f4.html

North Dakota is known for its outstanding education, and our students have always been taught to high
standards. The Common Core State Standards for mathematics and English/language arts provide
direction to further ensure that every North Dakota graduate will be ready for college or a career.
As our world changes, the requirements and expectations of high school graduates are also changing.
Whether starting a career, trade school, or college, North Dakota graduates must be prepared to solve
new problems with creativity, analyze complex situations with precision, communicate and collaborate
effectively, and make well-informed decisions.
The Common Core explicitly describes the skills and knowledge students need to be well-equipped to
start the next phases of their lives. The Common Core also provides consistency across most states so
that if students move, they will still learn the same skills and information. This consistency will also make
it easier for teachers to learn with each other and solve problems together.
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As the Common Core comes into practice, activities will be more interactive and students will be even
more involved with their learning. And while the Common Core provides direction, they still allow the
creative, commonsense approach to education typical of North Dakota classrooms.
These standards serve as a guide to ensure that we are providing every student in North Dakota an
education that best prepares that student for success from kindergarten to high school to college or
career.
The state assessments will also align with the Common Core and provide feedback on whether students
are on track to college and career readiness.
To find accurate information about the Common Core, a good place to start is the Department of Public
Instruction website, which features helpful links and, of course, your local schools.
Every year, thousands of teachers across the state put tremendous effort into providing an outstanding
education for every student in the classroom. North Dakota teachers will continue to bring dedication,
creativity, and expertise to our practice as we implement the Common Core and make learning even
more compelling, rigorous and meaningful.
This letter is signed by six North Dakota Teachers of the Year: Brenda Werner (Bismarck, 2012), Mary
Eldredge-Sandbo (Des Lacs, 2010), Marlene Srock (Minot, 2007), Julia Koble (Minot, 2002), Karen Toavs
(Williston, 2011), and Verna Rasmussen (Fargo, 2008).
We have had the privilege and honor of representing the many outstanding educators across the state.
We have had the opportunity to view the field of education from multiple perspectives.
In this capacity, we are grateful to be able to share our thoughts on the Common Core State Standards
in mathematics and English language arts, and the potential these standards hold to improve teaching
and learning in our state.
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