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Why IT Matters! 



Teacher Preparation – Contextual 

Factors 

• State and National Accreditation  

– Increased accountability 

– Linking K12 student performance to teacher & then 
preparation institutions 

• Common Core State Standards 

• InTASC Standards 

• Performance Assessment 

• Studies & Reports 

– CCSSO:  Our Responsibility, Our Promise 

– NEA Commission on Effective Teaching 



Virtual K-12 Learning 

• Teaching in the World of Virtual K–12 Learning:  Challenges to Ensure Educator Quality 
(ETS, 2011) 

– As of the end of 2010: 

– Forty-eight of 50 states, plus Washington, D.C., provided supplemental or full-time 
online learning opportunities to at least some students. 

– Thirty-nine states had state virtual schools or state-led online initiatives. 

– Twenty-seven states, plus Washington, D.C., had full-time online schools serving 
students 

– statewide. 

– Twenty states provided supplemental and full-time online learning options statewide. 

– State virtual-school enrollment grew 40 percent between 2008–09 and 2009–10, to 

– 450,000 course enrollments 

– Fifty percent of districts had at least one student taking an online course. 

– Over 1.5 million K–12 students were engaged in online or blended learning for the 

– 2009–10 school year. 

– Sources: iNACOL (2010), Watson et al. (2010) 

 



University of Phoenix - Contextual 

Factors 
• Pre-service Programs: 

– Elementary education  

– Middle school education  

– Secondary education  

– Early childhood  

– Special education 

• Advanced Educator 
Programs: 
– Administration & Supervision 

– Curriculum & Instruction 

– Teacher Leadership 

– Adult Education & Training 

• Continuing Education & 
Professional Development 

• College of Education 
established 1989 

• 15,000 + students 

• 3,000 faculty 

• 70,000 + alumni 

• Local & online program 
offerings 



Educator Preparation in a Virtual 

Space 

• Began offering educator preparation online in 
2001 

• “It can’t be done.” 

• Spring 2013 – 1150 student teachers 

• Largest provider of newly certified teachers 
2010-2011 (AACTE) 

• State agency & district partnerships are key 

 



Challenges to the Profession… 



Why it Matters… 

• We enrolled to earn our degree and become 
teachers but gained so much more! 

• Online Learning Team Story….. 

 



Creating Connections 

• Phoenix Connect  

• Skype 

• Faculty Supervisors 

• Learning Teams 

• Online Learning Community 





Partnerships are KEY! 

• Lab Schools 

• Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

• TeachScape®  

• Educational Impact®  

• State Agencies 

• CCSSO/NSTOY/NNSTOY 

 



Tools for Success 

• Access ALL content & resources in UOPX 
online learning platform 
– Course syllabi 

– eBooks 

– Online library 

– Center for Math Excellence 

– Center for Writing Excellence 

– Virtual Organizations 

– Technology Resource Library 

– Electronic Portfolio 

– Content Toolkits 

















Why IT Matters…. 

Letter from a father.  His daughter’s principal is a 
UOPX alumni. 

“…without her dedication and determination my daughter 
would have not graduated high school. Her continued "never 
give up, you are not quitting on me, your family or yourself" 
attitude is refreshing in today's public education system and 
within Liberty High School. It is with tears in my eyes that I 
reminisce on how she instilled "peace of mind" every time I 
was in contact with her and how she motivated us not to give 
up, that I was not in this alone!!” 

 



Cheers! 


